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Lesson 1

bOb’S DAY AT WORK

Bob works as a manager in a furniture store. Peter, hisboss, is
not happy about sales. Bob’s new advertising campaign hasn't
helped. Peter decides to fire him.

bob paboraer meremxepom B mebesrsHOM Marasmre. Ero
HayaJjbHHK [IuTep He [oBoJieH TeM, Kak HAeT npogaxa. He
ITOMOIJIa H HOBAsl PEKJIAMHAS KaAMITAHHSA, MPEII0XKEeHHAs
bobom. [larep nprrrMaer perrrerre yBoJHTS boba.

Peter: Bob, | hate to break the news, but our sales were down
again last month.

Bob: Down again, Peter?

Peter:  Yeah. These days, everybody’s shopping at our competi-
tion, Honest Abe's Furniture Store.

Bob: But everything in there costsan arm and a leg!
Peter: That'strue. They do charge top dollar.

Bob: And their salespeople are very strange. They redly give
me the creeps!

Peter:  Well, they must be doing something right over there.
Meanwhile, we're about to go belly-up.

Bob: I’m sorry to hear that. | thought my new advertising
campaign would save the day.
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Peter: Let'sfaceit: your advertising campaign was areal flop.
Bob:  Well then I'll go back to the drawing board.

Peter: It'stoo late for that. You're fired!

Bob: What? You're giving me the ax?

Peter: Yes. I've dready found a new manager. She's as sharp
asatack.

Bob: Can't weeven talk thisover? After all, I've been
working here for 10 years!

Peter: There'sno point in arguing, Bob. I’ ve already made up
my mind.

Bob: Ohwell, at least | won't have to put up with your
nonsense anymore! Good-bye to you and good-bye to
this dead-end job.

Peter: Please leave before | lose my temper!

by

\

IDIOMS - LESSON 1

about to — ready to; on the verge of
TOTOBHUTDHCH, COGI/IpaTI)Ci{ caeJiatb 4yTo-TO

ExampLE: It'sagood thing Bob left the furniture store when he did. Peter
was so angry, he was about to throw adining room chair at him.

after all — despite everything; when everything has been considered
BCe 2kKe; B KOHII€ KOHILIOB; KaK-HHUKaK; HECMOTPA HU HAa 4TO

ExampLE: You better invite Ed to your party. After all, he'sagood friend.

at least — anyway
Mo KpalHe# Mepe; XoTsl 6bl; Ha Xy10H KOHeI]
ExampLE: We've run out of coffee, but at least we still have tea.

Note: BTopoe 3HaueHHe “NO |ess than” — «mo MeHbIlIel Mepe HJIH He
MeHbl1Ie yem»: There were at least 100 people on the bus.
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(to) break the news — to make something known
COOOILIUTH HOBOCTH

ExampLE: Lauraand Tony are getting married, but they haven’t yet
broken the news to their parents.

(to) cost an arm and a leg — to be very expensive
CTOHUTb OYE€Hb 10pPOoro

ExampLE: A college education in America costs an arm and a leg.
SvNoNYMs: to cost asmall fortune; to cost a pretty penny

dead-end job — ajob that won't lead to anything else
becniepcriekTHBHAs paborta

ExampLE: Nancy realized that working as a cashier was a dead-end job.

(let’s) face it — accept a difficult reality
MOCMOTPHUM IIpaB/i€ B I'Jla3a HJIH CKaKeM IIPAMO

ExampLE: Let’sfaceit, Tedisn't avery good student.

(to) give one the creeps —to tir in someone afeeling of
disgust or horror

6pocath B IpOKb; BHYIIIATh OTBPAILIEHHE; 3aCTaBUTD
COLpPOTrHYThCS

ExampLE: Ted'sfriend Lucas has seven earringsin each ear and an “|
Love Mom” tattoo on hisarm. He really gives Nicole the creeps.

(to) go back to the drawing board — to start atask over
because the last try failed; to start again from the beginning
HayaTb BCE€ CHAYaJla HJIH C HYJIs

ExampLE: Nobody liked the architect’s plan for the house, so he had to
go back to the drawing board.

(to) go belly-up —to go bankrupt

00aHKPOTHTBCST; Pa30PUTHCST; CeCTh Ha MeJb

ExampLE: Many people lost their jobs when Enron went belly-up.

(to) give someone the ax — to fire someone

YBOJIMTH KOI'0-TO; yKa3aTb KOMY-TO Ha [Bepb

ExampLE: Mary used to talk to her friends on the phone all day, until one
day her bossfinally gave her the ax.

SvNoNYMs: to send someone packing; to can someone; to let someone go
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(to) lose one' stemper —to become very angry
BBINTH 13 cebsl; BCIBLINTD
ExampLE: Bob alwaysloses histemper when hiskids start talking on the

telephone during dinner.
SvNonywMs: to hit the roof; to blow one's top; to blow afuse

(to) make up one’'s mind — to reach adecision
PELIUTBCA Ha YTO-TO, OIIpeacJIMTbCA

ExampLE: Stephanie couldn’t make up her mind whether to attend
Harvard or Stanford. Finally, she chose Stanford.

no point in — no reason to; it's not worth (doing something)
HeT HUKAKOI'o CMbICJIa; HE CTOMT (J1eJ1aTh UTO-TO)

ExampLE: There’s no point in worrying about things you can’'t change.

(to) put up with —to endure without complaint
MHPHUTBCS; TEePHETh, TePHeJUBO CHOCUTDH

ExampLE: For many years, Barbara put up with her husband’s annoying
and obnoxious behavior. Finally, she decided to leave him.

real flop or flop —afailure
MpoBaJ; Heyaaya; pruacko

ExampLE: The Broadway play closed after just 10 days—it was areal flop!

(to) save the day — to prevent a disaster
CIIaCTH II0JIO2KEHHue

ExampLE: The Christmas tree was on fire, but Ted threw water on it and
saved the day.

(as) sharp asatack — very intelligent
OCTpBIA yM; yMa maJjiata

ExampLE: Jay scored 100% on his science test. He's as sharp as a tack.

(to) talk over —to discuss
JIeTaJIbHO 0OCYUTh UTO-TO; OOTOBOPHTDH BCE JETAJH

ExampLe: Jim and | spent hourstalking over the details of the plan.

top dollar — the highest end of a price range; alot of money
LIeHa 110 IOTOJIKY; MaKCHMAJIbHO BbICOKAs IIeHa

ExampLE: Nicole paid top dollar for apair of jeans at Banana Republic.
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™ PrRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

| can’'t believe you bought a couch at Honest Abe’s. Every-
thing in that store costs an arm and a

a) foot b) leg ¢) hand

After Bob found out that his advertisng campaign failed, he
wanted to go back to the drawing

a) board b) table C) room
When somebody isn't listening to you, theresno ____in
trying to argue with them.

a) edge b) tip C) point

Jeff isredlly smart. He'sas sharp asa .
a) tack b) nall C) screw

The salespeople at Honest Abe's always look angry and never
speak to anybody. No wonder they Bob the creeps.

a) take b) give c) alow
Bob got fired. He isn't looking forward to the news to
his family.

a) breaking b) cracking C) saying

Bob thought his new advertisements would bring in lots of
customers and save the

a) morning b) night c) day
Fortunately, Bob no longer hasto put __ with his stupid
boss at the furniture store.

a) over b) in C) up

ANSWERS TO LESSON 1, p. 159
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Lesson 2

POD RETURNS HOME WITH
PAD NEWS

Bob tells his wife Susan that he lost his job. Susan suggests
that he start his own business.

bob coobraer cpoeri sxkere Cpi03aH O TOM, YTO OH IIOTEPST
pabory. Cbro3ad npeniaraeT eMy OTKPbITh CBOE JeJI0.

Susan: What'sthe matter, dear?

Bob:  Susan, | got canned today at work.

Susan: But Bob, you were Peter’s right-hand man!
Bob:  Yes, and he stabbed mein the back.

Susan: Keep your chin up. Maybe he'll change his mind and
take you back.

Bob:  When pigsfly! Once he makes up his mind, he never
changesit. Besides, | told him off.

Susan: Look on the bright side: you won't have to set eyes on
Peter ever again.

Bob:  Thank goodness for that!
Susan: Hangin there. I'm sure you won't be out of work for long.

Bob: In the meantime, we'll have to live from hand to
mouth.
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Susan: Don't get too stressed out, Bob. We' Il make ends meet.
Bob: | can always get ajob at McDonald'sas alast resort.
Susan: | don't think they’re hiring right now.

Bob: If worse comes to wor st, we can sell our home and
move into atent.

Susan: Let'sthink big! Maybe you can start your own business.

Bob: Easer said than donel

\ IDIOMS — LESSON 2

(to) change one’'s mind — to ater one’s opinion or decision
nepeagymarb, UISMEHHTb CBO€ MHECHUE HJIH PEIICHHEe

ExampLE: Alan wasn't going to take a vacation this year, but then he
changed his mind and went to Bora Bora for two weeks.

easier said than done — more difficult than you think
JICTKO T'OBOPHUTCH, Ja HEIIPOCTO AeJIAeTCs; JISTKO 'OBOPUTH

ExampLE: Moving into anew homeiseasier said than done.

(to) get canned [dlang] — to lose on€e's job; to get fired
MOTEPSTh PaboTy; OBITH YBOJIEHHBIM; OCTAaThCS 6€3 paboThbl

ExampLE: After Chrisgot canned, it took him ayear to find a new job.
SvNonywMs: to get sacked; to be given the ax

(to) hang in there — to persevere; to not give up
He COaBaTbCd; HE MMaJaTb JyXOM

ExampLE: | know you’ re four games behind, but you can till win the tennis
match. Just hang in there!

If wor se comes to wor st —in the worst case

€CJIM BCe MOUMET XyXKe HeKya; €CJIM CIYYUTCS caMoe XyLee;
€CJIM BCe MOHET U3 PyK BOH IJIOXO0; B XYLLIEM BapHaHTe
ExampLE: Ted's car isn’'t running well. 1f wor se comes to wor st, he can
take the bus to school.

Note: Berpeuaercs Takke BapuaHT «if worst comes to worst».
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(to) keep on€'s chin up — to stay positive
He BelllaTh HOC; He MaJiaTh TyXOM; ObITb OITHMHCTOM

ExampLE: Even when times are tough, Bill managesto keep hischin up.

last resort — if there are no other alternatives left; the last
solution for getting out of a difficulty
Kak IiocJjiegHee Cpe,):[CTBO; B KpaﬁHeM cnyqae

ExampLE: Paul was locked out of his house. He knew that as a last
resort, he could always break a window.

(to) live from hand to mouth — to barely have enough
money to survive
niepebuBaThes C XJieba Ha BOJTy; €/1Ba CBOJUTH KOHIIBI C KOHI[AMH

ExampLE: Jenny was earning $5 an hour at McDonald's. She was really
living from hand to mouth.

(to) look on the bright side —to be optimistic; to think about
the positive part

CMOTPEThb Ha BEILH IOJOKHTEJbHO,; BUICTH BO BCEM CBOU
IUTIOCBI HJTH TIOJIO2KHUTEJIbHbIE CTOPOHbI

ExampLE: Dan was upset that his soccer game was canceled. His mother
said, “L ook on the bright side, now you can stay home and watch TV.”

(to) make ends meet — to manage one's money so as to have
enough to live on
CBOUTDb KOHIIbI C KOHLIaAMH

ExampLE: Kathy wasn't able to make ends meet so she had to ask her
parents to pay her rent.

(to) make up one’'smind — see Lesson 1

out of work —unemployed; not working
6e3 paboTer; 6e3paboTHBII

ExampLE: Gary was out of work for six months before finding a new job.

right-hand man — the most helpful assistant or employee
IpaBasi pyKa; He3aMeHUMBbIH ITOMOILLIHUK

ExampLE: Rick’sright-hand man helps him make all his decisions.

Note: CyiuecTByeT Tak>ke BbIpakeHue “right-hand woman,” Koraa
peub HIeT o KeHIuuHe; “right-hand man” 6ojiee ynorpebumo.
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(to) set eyeson —to look at
OpOCHTD B3IJISA/T HA; OCTAHOBUTD B3IJIsI/T HA; TIOCMOTPETD Ha

ExampLE: Ted wasin love from the moment he set eyes on Amber.

(to) stab someone in the back — to betray someone
HaHecCTH (IIpefaTeJbCKUi) yaap B CIIMHY; IpeJaTh KOro-To

ExampLe: Jill and Heather were friends, until Heather stabbed Jill in the
back by stealing her boyfriend.

(to be) stressed out — under severe strain; very anxious
CXOOUTh C YyMa; HEPBHHUYATD, 6bITb B CTPECCOBOM COCTOSTHHUH

ExampLE: Joeis so stressed out about hisjob that he can’t deep at night.

(to) tell off — to scold; to tell someone in strong words what
one redlly thinks
OTpyraTtb, OTYUTATHb KOI'0-TO; BbICKA3aTb BCE, UTO AyMaelllb

ExampLE: When Ted arrived a haf hour late, histeacher realy told him off.
SvNonYM: to give someone a piece of one’s mind

thank goodness — I'm grateful; I'm relieved
Caaga bory! Kakoe cuactnbe!

ExampLE: When Ted came home at 4 am. last Sunday, his mother said,
“Thank goodness you're home! | was so worried about you.”

Synonyms: thank God; thank heaven

(to) think big —to set high goals
CTaBUTb Tiepe]] cob0i BHICOKHE 11€JTH; MBICJIUTH MacIITabHO

ExampLe: Why run for Governor of New York? Think big: run for
President of the United States!

What’s the matter ? — What's the problem?
B uem neno? YUto coyuriiochk? B uem npobsiema?

ExampLE: What'sthe matter, Bob? You don’t ook very happy.
SvNnonyM: What's wrong?

when pigs fly [slang] — never
KOrZia paK Ha rope CBHCTHET, IOCJIe JOXKOUUKa B UeTBer;
HUKOI1a

ExampLE: Will Ted teach Nicole how to play the guitar? When pigs fly!
Svnonyms: when hell freezes over; never in amillion years
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™ PrRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

What's the ? You look upset.

a) dtuation b) issue C) matter

| know | can trust you. You would never stab mein the

a) leg b) back C) am

If Bob and Susan run out of money, they can aways borrow
money from Susan’s Sister as a resort.

a) fina b) first c) last

You look really stressed . Why don’t you sit down, relax,
and have a cup of tea?

a) about b) in C) out

Bob, everything will be fine. You just need to keep your chin
____and remember that tomorrow is another day.

a up b) down c) above
| just can't make up my whether to order chicken or fish.
a) head b) brain ¢) mind

Nicole accidentally stepped on Ted's guitar. Ted got really
angry and told her .

a) off b) out c) away

Your husband left you for his psychologist? Hang __ there!
I’m sure he'll realize she's crazy and then come back to you.

a up b) in ) out

ANSWERS TO LESSON 2, p. 159



